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Art. II. — Appletons' Cyclopcedia of Biography : embracing a 
Series of Original Memoirs of the most distinguished Per- 
sons of all Times, written for this Work by Sir Archibald 
Alison, D. C. L., William Baird, M. D., F. L. S., Sir David 
Brewster, F. R. S., James Bryce, A. M., F. G. S., John Hill 
Burton, Professor Creasy, A. M., Professor Eadie, D. D., 
LL. D., Professor Ferguson, A. M., Professor Gordon, F. R. 
S. E., James Hedderwick, John A. Heraud, Robert Jameson, 
D. D., Charles Knight, James Manson, James M' Connechy, 
Professor Nichol, LL. D., Elihu Rich, Professor Spalding, 
M. A., Professor Thomson, M. D., F. R. S., Ralph K Wor- 
num. American Edition, edited by Francis Hawks, 
D. D., LL. D. With numerous Illustrations. New York : 
D. Appleton & Co. 1856. pp. 1058. 

This book — an enlarged reprint from the English work — 
draws in the train of its announcement, we perceive, numer- 
ous testimonies of the newspaper press, presupposing for the 
sentence given all the time, pains, and careful comparison 
usual in such cases. It were not delicate, possibly, in some 
things to make light of the judges who have preceded us in 
the same cause, and whose decisions we had a presentiment 
on the very threshold must be reversed ; but a bulky refer- 
ence-book of any kind, involving an endless multiplicity of 
particulars, is an exception surely, if any there be, to that rule. 
It will not do to issue grave and confident decrees from a 
bird's-eye glance over a field of survey like this. 

But though our present criticism will take a somewhat 
wider range than the book chosen for our text, we confess 
to a penchant, strong and of some date, for the very class of 
books in question, — a humor which has found vent in various 
classifications, and in tabular lists, intended to set forth the 
merits, in this point or that, of the several biographical collec- 
tions, recent or remote, relatively to one another and to posi- 
tive perfection. We do not readily think of any one else so 
inoculated with the same taste, or willing to yield so much 
time to its indulgence. But be sure, reader, to construe this 
frankness aright. If so much manuscript be taken for granted 
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as significant of overt acts in intention, forestalled by such 
labors as the present, thus solving the mood in which, more 
than ourselves could wish, the succeeding strictures have been 
penned, the answer is both ready and sincere. All this ad- 
mitted waste of pen and ink has been but the recreation of idle 
hours, no ulterior thought being entertained for a moment. The 
Hinc illcs lachrymce cannot be thrown in our teeth. To return, 
there seems then no better time than now, while or after dis- 
posing of the work, about which the public judgment needs 
to be a little better instructed, to glance at this neglected cat- 
egory of books. Neglected indeed it has been. We know 
not where to turn, in the past volumes of this journal, or of 
our fellow-reviewers abroad, for some aid to the poverty of 
our own comments, or indorsement of our own conclusions. 
The results of our researches are not at all complimentary. 
No other books are there, of which the getting up has been 
such an off-hand process, and none that have so abused the 
too easy confidence of purchasers. 

The vast benefit of combining the differing gifts of many 
minds in a project like the present is a fond idea ; and evi- 
dently, as their Preface shows, one that has quite caught the 
fancy of the New York publishers. But does it not occur, at 
first blush, that, remembering the peculiar and unlike habits 
of professed authors, it can hardly be hoped, without a mira- 
cle, that these joint labors can be so fused as to insure uni- 
formity and symmetry in the end ? There is no room to spe- 
cify all the particulars, — relative length of articles, rightful 
arrangement of numerous names, the use of contractions, an- 
nexing of authorities. Who will guarantee the subjection of 
so many conflicting humors and tastes to a common system ? 
Will the supervising authority be cheerfully given up to a 
central mind ? And if it is, will that central mind have the 
patience to supervise ? To fail of that oneness of execution 
is a radical defect. But it is a want visible upon every leaf 
of the present work. So much for the general principle of 
combination. As to the particular company leagued together 
in the execution of the English work, while we are not, for 
ourselves, deeply sensible of the prestige that follows their 
names, far be it from us to doubt their fair position in the 
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world of letters. The reputation, indeed, of the majority, (not 
of all,) has crossed the water. Sir David Brewster's name 
may be left without further addition. "We have read John Hill 
Burton's pleasant Life of Hume, and are content to take upon 
trust those of Lord Lovat and Lord President Forbes, as well 
as his voluminous History of Scotland. Professor Creasy's 
" Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World " is well known, but 
to us only by fame. For a while lying rumor credited Professor 
Nicol with a notable book, still waiting to be owned ; and to 
his further repute among us his transient visit some years ago 
has, no doubt, contributed. But, in passing, one cannot for- 
bear to say that his articles are sui generis. They are a curi- 
osity to read, and not to be read without diversion. They are 
those which treat of the great masters in science ; and, bio- 
graphical in no sense, from the very start dash into the strain 
of abstruse dissertation. A sly rebuke from some of his col- 
leagues, administered to this his infirmity, has in it a touch 
of humor. At the foot of the long article upon Plato, bearing 
his initials, we find in brackets : " This is the account fur- 
nished by the learned professor of astronomy, &c. As the 
reader may naturally expect to find something of the biog- 
raphy of Plato in this book, the following is subjoined." 
Professor Spalding's " Compendium of the English Language 
and Literature," there is reason to think, has more of a true 
scholar's stamp upon it than either of the half-dozen works or 
more of that sort sent forth during the last twenty years. 
Alison has perhaps the advantage of all his associates in be- 
ing popularly known ; but have we not been told, that all the 
aid he has rendered to the work under review is summed up 
in the articles on Marlborough and "Wellington ? 

To our limited retrospect of literary history no example 
readily presents itself in view to bear out the theory of the 
great advantage of concerted over solitary effort in learned 
enterprises. Encyclopaedias, as commonly understood, — re- 
positories of universal knowledge, — come not fairly into the 
account. "We speak only of separate departments of that 
knowledge, broad though they often are. Garrick's well- 
known epigram upon his great friend's Dictionary boasted, 
(alluding to the number of the Academy of Paris,) that 
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" Johnson, well armed like a hero of yore, 
Has beat forty French " ; 

and probably no genuine Englishman since has dreamed of 
doubting that dictum. And he upon whom in our day the 
mantle of his labors most worthily rests, with which, by the 
best right, should go as well the oracular voice, — Dr. Wor- 
cester, — is a host in himself, if the entire and deferential reli- 
ance upon his authority of the elite and educated among us, 
almost to a man, can create him such. Dictionaries of words 
offer a case quite parallel enough for our purpose to Diction- 
aries of men. But what, in truth, for Biography itself, has 
been ever gained towards an effective result by this sort of 
trades-union, if it may so be called ? The compilation of 
Tooke and his colleagues (15 vols. 8vo, 1798), and that of 
Dr. Aikin, backed by some of his Unitarian friends (10 vols. 
4to) > in the opening years of this century, never won for 
themselves either high authority or wide circulation ; and 
have long been as obsolete as Collier's Moreri, or as the Eng- 
lish work of Birch, Lockman, & Co., engrafted upon Bayle. 
The " Cyclopaedia of Biography," — not fifteen years ago, — 
got up by Lord Brougham's " Society " (for brevity so called), 
and meant as a companion to the " Penny Cyclopaedia," 
though started under such high auspices, and looked to with 
fond expectation, proved a signal failure, that expired almost 
on the very threshold. 

The confidence inspired by an array of conductors is thus 
fanciful enough ; but how much better based is the respect 
that bows down before an array of volumes ? It is too quick- 
ly thought (though not unnaturally) that here is a nearer ap- 
proach to the universality the title assumes. An illusion that 
lives but a day ! All that is apt to come of these extension 
Dictionaries is expanded notices of the more prominent men ; 
and this good could be well dispensed with. The great de- 
sideratum is (for the great defect corresponds to it) the rescue 
and preservation of names that compilation after compilation 
passes by, with the most amusing blindness ; not names origi- 
nally obscure (far indeed from that), but which might, after 
being studiously kept out of sight for a century or two, with- 
out any wonder be deemed so. It is a doubt if Alexander 
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Chalmers's imposing series (London, 32 vols. 8vo, 1812-17), 
or the half-hundred volumes of the Biographie Universelle, of 
which the praise seems to go by rote, would, in the numerical 
aggregate of their articles, show a higher figure than Lem- 
priere, Watkins, or Gorton. The Biographical Dictionary 
of Lord Brougham's " Society " happily terminated at the 
seventh volume ; but though the whole series had not sufficed 
for the initial letter of the alphabet, it forgot to embalm that 
good lady, Hannah Adams, almost the very earliest New 
England author by profession, and who had been introduced 
to its acquaintance both by Eliot and Allen. Perhaps we are 
to take as amends for this omission her namesake, the wife 
of the elder ex-President, dragged into that publicity only 
through a volume or two of posthumous letters, — a highly ac- 
complished woman, but who probably neither dreamed of nor 
coveted that sort of distinction. We will not, on the other 
hand, dispute that the passion for undue compression, and 
for crowding within one pair of covers what in the nature of 
things will not submit to such confinement, is an evil also, 
though of another kind and lesser degree. There is thought 
to be a strong lure in the words " complete in one volume " ; 
but we get our full punishment in an unsightly bulk and un- 
manageable weight. Many, it may be, will be apt to deem 
the work now on trial sufficiently " a caution " as regards 
this latter mistake, where distinct articles of the one-line 
measure dot the page by the score or score and a half togeth- 
er, — so pinched as often to make the identity of the person 
meant a moot point, — and where contractions of the most 
original pattern, and unseen in letter-press before, mutilate 
half the words.* The effect is rather comic, from the amputa- 
tion being resorted to at the very point where hard necessity 
enforces it. But we continue to insist, that the number of 
the volumes is an infliction more to be dreaded than their 
fewness ; assuredly so, if we include in the account its ex- 
ceedingly bad policy as a commodity in the market. We are 
strongly tempted here to reveal something of our own beau 
ideal, as it loomed up before the mind's eye long ago. A 

* The double page now open before us — taken at haphazard — counts up to one 
hundred and five recorded names, of which but six exceed two lines ! 
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three-volume Dictionary, — rather exceeding a thousand pages 
to a volume, — in a fine but clear type, (Loudon's Encyclo- 
paedias are an example in point,) would render to men of the 
most eventful history the amplest justice it is right to look 
for, while the individual list should transcend in completeness 
any collection hitherto seen. 

But we have too long deferred the especial work given us 
to do. The analysis of Appletons' Cyclopaedia, it troubles 
us to foresee, must sprinkle capital letters over some three or 
four following pages to an ungraceful extent. But obvious it 
is that no book of this nature can be exhibited in just meas- 
ure without making the scene alive with a goodlier company 
than all tastes incline to meet. We must hope, then, from 
readers whose patience cannot follow us, indulgence mean- 
while. We assure them, it is but a small part of the wor- 
thies so much of our time has been spent in collecting and 
arranging, that our limited space allows us to introduce. 

The cursory reviewer in Putnam's Magazine has anticipat- 
ed us, so far as a hint can be so regarded, in one or two points 
of criticism ; to wit, the astounding disproportion in length of 
notices. In a book where the scale of limit assigned to the 
immense majority of its subjects is the minutest possible, 
the maximum share of the most favored — and those a very 
select few — cannot with any fairness exceed two pages. 
Certainly some well-considered rule on this head there should 
be ; and it should be strictly followed too. It is very plain, 
notwithstanding, that the work does not even purport to have 
any rule ; and this is in keeping with its whole outward char- 
acter. We have in despair abandoned the register, far contin- 
ued, of articles of the two and even one line pattern ; articles 
upon those, of whom, in common parlance, everybody has 
heard. But it was kept long enough to impound such critics 
as Casaubon and Lipsius ; such antiquaries as Camden, 
Cotton, and Lord Hailes ; philosophers like Sir Kenelm 
Digby and Monboddo; Lebrun and Lesueur, the topmost 
names among French painters ; fashionables like Lady Bles- 
sington and Count d'Orsay; novelists no humbler than Mrs. 
Brunton and Jane Austen (for Miss Ferrier does not even 
come to mind), and of their English brothers in that field, a 
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large half-dozen. Add to these civil historians like Guicciar- 
dini, Davila, Michaud, William Belsham, and James Grahame, 
as well as Fleury and Dupin, of the Church ; statesmen like 
the younger Cecil, Hatton, Godolphin, both Digbys Earls of 
Bristol, John Duke of Argyle, Henry Flood, and our own 
William Lowndes ; men of arms like Du Guesclin, the Chev- 
alier Bayard, Graham of Claverhouse, the Marquis of Granby, 
the Prince of Parma, Benningsen and Koutousoff, and Barons 
Haynau and Bulow. Pass we to professional life, and the same 
category swallows up jurists of the stamp of Lord Camden 
and Lord Kenyon, John Dunning, Sir William Grant, and Sir 
Vicary Gibbs ; physicians like Fothergill and Cheyne, with 
their eminent successors in recent London life (all knighted), 
Halford, Blane, Carlisle, Knighton, and Home. As faring no 
better, we have jotted down more than forty English prelates, 
many known in the learned world, and as many by a strongly 
marked active career. This assertion none will doubt, who 
will run over the earlier names of Fisher and Bonner, of Bull, 
Hough, and Ken, B.eynolds and Burnet, Douglas and Hors- 
ley ; and, within the last generation, of Bathurst, Copleston , 
Jebb, Burgess, Butler (of Lichfield), and Kaye. To the same 
level sinks — who would think it ? — the great author of the 
" Analogy." It is odd surely, and that in a book issued under 
Episcopalian auspices, both that the mitre should receive so 
little respect, and that the notice of several of the above fails 
to recognize their prelatical office. To swell this long enu- 
meration, there come (though not in sleeves of lawn) such 
lights of the established Church as Gataker, Chillingworth, 
Hammond, Bingham, Kennicott, Blayney, Blackburne,Balguy, 
" Ben Mordecai " Taylor, and Daubeney ; and such lights out 
of it as Bates, Daniel Burgess, and Flavel, Chandler and Ab- 
ernethy, Geddes, Evanson and Harwood, the Scotch divines 
Leecman, Scougal, George Campbell, Dr. Blair, and all the 
Erskines, the Evangelicals Burder and Hawker, with Unitari- 
anism bringing up the rear in Biddle, Emlyn, Toulmin, Jebb, 
John Jones, Cappe, and Carpenter. Let the impatient reader 
suffer us yet to add that New England favorite, Hugh Peters, 
the Zoilus of critics John Dennis, the eccentric Duchess of 
Newcastle, the classic Sir William Gell and Thomas Hope, 
vol. lxxxiii. — no. 173. 28 
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the Earl of Burlington, the glory of architecture, Dr. Bell, the 
new guide in education, and the writers Sir Egerton Brydges 
and Lord Dover. Conceive of all this long line of notables 
compacted together into little more than a page ! 

But we stay our hand. As an old and well-known histori- 
an writes, " But the time would fail us to tell," equally would 
space fail us to bring all these diminutives to an end. "While 
yet there is room, let us recollect that we have still to do with 
an opposite extreme. By our graduation, a half-hundred 
articles at least are open to the charge of inordinate length. 
As to the subjects of some, this would be no less true were 
the Dictionary of any extent ; but as to the most, the asser- 
tion respects the actual compass of the work, or the space 
allotted to other celebrities in the same sphere. To judge 
from Archimedes, Tycho Brahe, Leibnitz, Galileo, Kepler, La- 
grange, Laplace, Arago, or James Watt, it might be thought 
that physical science was, with the editor, number one ; but 
it would divert this conclusion in favor of the demagogues, to 
look at Robespierre, Desmoulins, or Danton. Then the mys- 
tics represented by Boehmen and Swedenborg might seem to 
dispute the palm ; or the philosophers, as seen in Plato and 
Socrates. To us, however, all of them are overdone. Again, 
the men of whom one is very apt to call the other up to mind 
experience the most unequal treatment in these columns. 
Cromwell's limits slightly exceed the half of Washington's, 
are the. fifth part of Wellington's, and the seventh of Napole- 
on's. Burke and Burns, on contiguous pages, occupy sever- 
ally less than one and more than three columns. Dr. Swett 
of New York, a young physician of a bright but brief career, 
outstrips Dr. Rush nine .times told. A certain Governor Met- 
calfe of Kentucky swells in these pages to a portliness more 
than a match for the united leanness of all his brethren in 
office. Compare the founders of homoeopathy (Hahnemann) 
and of hydropathy (Priessnitz), — more than a column to four 
lines. To exemplify this very defect, we have looked at par- 
ticular walks of fame. Of the leading British heroes of the 
ocean, — forty, let us say, — some ten or twelve show a fair 
medium; about eight others would each of them swallow 
up (as would Ruyter of Holland) the remainder. Take some 
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twenty-five stars of the stage, and it is with a similar re- 
sult. Barry, long the rival of Garrick, is disposed of in a sin- 
gle line. 

Many articles might be referred to, as perplexing, erroneous, 
or defective. Thus George Taylor is a " Signer of the Dec- 
laration," and Colonel John Taylor a " U. S. Senator " ; but 
the State they represent it is left for the reader to ferret out, — 
a very frequent oversight. "William Lowndes, C. Cotesworth 
Pinckney, Commodore Barron, A. C. Hanson, and Donald 
Macnicol lack the most prominent item in their respective 
lives. James Bissett is simply called " a fugitive [?] writer " ; 
would not " historian " have been at once definite and shorter? 
H. Boyd (read " H. F. Boyd " ) is styled " a translator, last 
century " ; if it had added, with dates, " of Dante," it would 
have been all the better. Our old acquaintance, Tom Cor- 
yate, the famed pedestrian round Europe, is served up in the 
strange single phrase, " an Eng. navigat." Perhaps it in- 
dicates a new system in the orthography of proper names, 
just dawning, that the prince of artists, Michel Angelo Buo- 
narotti, usually found under B, has his names formidably 
rolled into one, and " turns up " within the letter M ; while 
" William Cooper, an English poet, 1731 - 1800," was a poser 
for a while, till the bright thought came, that the dates would 
answer for an author not wholly unknown, the poet of " The 
Task." We are all at a stand whom the article "John Lowell, 
first judge of Massachusetts, 1779-1840," was meant to com- 
memorate. Barring the sad vagueness as to the judgeship, 
it is true in part of two persons, and wholly true of neither. 
The younger John Lowell, who left the law, his first profes- 
sion, in early manhood, to become eminent in politics and 
agriculture, died in 1840, it is true. But his birth-date is 
widely astray, and he was no judge whatever. His father of 
the same name, who died in 1802, was indeed a judge ; not, 
however, the first of Massachusetts, that honor belonging some- 
where a century or two earlier, but the first of that system of 
District Judges which marked the close of John Adams's 
administration. The public life of John Rutledge of South 
Carolina is crowned, says the sketch, with his being " pro- 
moted to the high function of chief justice of the U. S." 
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Not exactly, Mr. Biographer. Promoted to a station he 
cannot be called who is emphatically negatived with the 
first opportunity. If in civil or academical honors there be 
a constitutional process for reaching them, to confer them 
on paper upon one who fails to pass smoothly through these 
several stages is only bravado. Very true it is, that within 
scarcely three years, and in strangely close succession, we 
have seen two series of " Lives of Chief Justices of the United 
States" (so styled), in both of which this rejected aspirant not 
only finds a place, but in one of them the amplest in the whole 
series. The suspicion cannot well be stifled, that it was be- 
lieved (truly, we hope) public sentiment needed their help to 
set it right, though it were mainly by dint of reiteration, and 
that this was the chief inducing motive of both productions. 
But would the editor of the Cyclopaedia of Biography have 
us understand him as taking these for his guides ? The delin- 
eation of the first and great Secretary of the Treasury, with 
an excess of caution, closes with the words, that " he was 
unquestionably one of the ablest men the country has ever 
produced." Alas for the country ! such a production it was 
not for her to boast ; to do so, belongs to one of the most 
petty islands in the "West Indies. But letting that objection 
pass, might not those little particles well be thrown aside as 
an idle superfluity ? 

" Some thousands of names " the editor " has added," so 
says his Preface, to " the English publication " ; but when it 
proceeds, " mostly of Americans," we do but lift up both hands 
in silent wonder. Did we read aright, — thousands ? " By the 
head of Mahomet!" well exclaims the captive Mustapha in his 
pleasant satirical touches, in Salmagundi, at what even thus 
early was our besetting vanity, — " By the head of Mahomet! 
what a prodigious great country is this!" It was for Dr. 
Hawks virtually to add, — but in no strain of irony he, — " Ay, 
verily ; and the number of its sons who have the seal of immor- 
tality upon their foreheads is as the stars of the sky in multi- 
tude." We thank our stars that we are not yet so patriotically 
mad. So very much humbler is our estimate of the national 
claim to a share in these pages, that we begin to feel some 
concern for our personal safety in letting it out, after see- 



1856.] BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARIES. 327 

ing the above declaration. When the second edition (with 
us) of Lempriere — that by E. Lord, 1825 — appeared, its 
very title-page proclaimed that it contained 800 American 
names. How small does this sound by the side of the pres- 
ent work! And yet every way probable is it that Lord had, 
with eager painstaking, collected and swelled this ostenta- 
tious list, as the most lofty rebuke to the author, whose un- 
pardonable sin it was, that, in the original issue of his two 
volumes, the number of articles vouchsafed to America might 
have been fully expressed by the above figure, ciphers strick- 
en off! The memorable persons who have emerged into 
notice, or left the scene, during the quarter-century (1825-50) 
that has since elapsed, bear no small proportion to the abso- 
lute all who have any right, or should have any hope, to be 
found eventually in a Dictionary of world-wide compass. 
The legitimate inmates of such a Dictionary do not, as reck- 
oned upon our tables, we are sure, exceed half the number so 
complacently announced by the editor of 1825. A " Univer- 
sal Biography," — that is its sweep, observe, — commencing 
at home, and before it gets to the other hemisphere so gen- 
erous as to outstrip the aggregate just named, might possibly 
be popular, — a poor issue enough truly. Yet even this it 
would not be with judges likely to make one vain; and it could 
only serve to feed that national humor so bloated already, 
which must needs summon out other Mustaphas for its hum- 
bling and chastisement. But not every Signer of the Decla- 
ration, every State Governor, every Bishop of a Diocese, every 
small hero or martyr of the Revolutionary or Mexican war, 
does the great world covet acquaintance with, and for our- 
selves we are very loth to press the acquaintance upon it. 
The roll-call of the first-named set of worthies would, through 
its whole line, we make no doubt, find a quick response from 
the columns of the " Cyclopaedia of Biography." 

The publishers, too, like the editor, show in their advertise- 
ment a special solicitude for the American part of the work, 
and fondly "hope that no important name has been omitted." 
Of course, it was already on our lips to say, there is no fear 
whatsoever, the temptation being all the other way. And yet 
abundance, and superabundance even, is not equivalent to 
28* 
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completeness ; and though unwilling to break rudely in upon 
their complacency, we submit the following list of omitted 
names for them to muse upon : — 

Hannah Adams (already spoken of in another connection) ; 
Ethan Allen of Ticonderoga and infidel fame (an author in 
the last character) ; John Armstrong, writer of the Newburgh 
Letters, beside being a Cabinet Minister and diplomatist ; 
Governor Endicott; Pontiac, the Indian chief immortalized 
by Parkman ; John Osborn, our early poet, handed down by 
his Whaling Song ; Eastburn, the author (in part) of Ya- 
moyden ; Dr. Peters, the Tory historian of Connecticut, some 
chapters of whom read so much like fable, and have long been 
a standing joke ; Mrs. Rawson, our first novelist, whose Char- 
lotte Temple at least lives yet in the memory of many ; the 
comedian, Henry J. Finn ; Luther Martin of Maryland, a ju- 
rist of the widest fame and connected with every great cause 
of his day ; Joseph Hopkinson (son of the " Signer "), a twin 
light of the Philadelphia bar ; William Sampson, the Irish 
exile and advocate, whose wit (to name nothing more), in 
the first years of this century, made an era in the New York 
courts ; Benjamin Pratt, Chief Justice of that State, having 
first been an eminent civilian of our own ; his later brethren, 
the lights of New Hampshire (with a common prefix), Mason 
and Smith ; Dabney Carr of Virginia, father and son, the 
praises of the former celebrated by Jefferson, and also by Wirt 
(Life of Patrick Henry) ; Andrew Oliver, a founder of the 
American Academy, and the learned essayist upon Comets ; 
our admirable philologist and Grecian, John Pickering ; Dr. 
Emmons, one of the oracles of Hopkinsian Calvinism ; Dr. 
Porter of the Andover Seminary, well known as an eloquent 
preacher, and still better as the author of very popular text- 
books in his department ; the elder Henry Ware, meriting a 
place were it but as the central object of a great theological 
ferment a half-century ago, though in himself also a most 
judicious discourser and courteous controversialist ; Andrews 
Norton, accounted by many, it is certain, the most learned 
and acute biblical scholar hitherto seen in this land ; Joe 
Smith, the founder of Mormonism ; and last, of unhappy 
memory, Dr. John W. Webster, whom we should scruple to 
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mention in any light connection, or indeed at all, were one 
soul yet left among us to be painfully moved at reviving his 
name. But as Dr. Johnson is made to say in that happy 
parody (by A. Chalmers) of the Boswellian style of record, 
" Sir, I would have a Biographia Flagitiosa," — surely in 
a " Universal Biography," the only passport into which is 
notoriety, the title is not to be disputed of one whose case 
has travelled round the globe. Eugene Aram and Dr. Dodd 
are found in every such collection, and properly enough ; yet 
hardly by an equal tenure. 

The above enumeration might well have included the 
younger Buckminster, the lament of an age to which he 
was so early lost ; but we detected him in season, stealing 
in under his grandfather's wing, only to have himself recorded 
in a single line as the editor of Griesbach's New Testament ! 
Dr. Mayhew, the champion of his country and of Congrega- 
tionalism, can only be called an exception from the list in 
very much the same way. We find nothing but his name 
in the notice of the father. But the article upon Dr. Wain- 
wright mentions him again, and within that little says some 
things that would be as new to the Doctor as they are to us. 
If the media who make this age so privileged serve the pur- 
poses of correspondence between the two worlds equally well 
from this to the other as they are known to do vice versa, 
Dr. Mayhew should learn forthwith, that he "was distin- 
guished among the Socinian Congregational divines of Bos- 
ton." It need scarcely be stated, that, at the date of his 
decease (1766), this loosest of all loose designations did not 
rightfully belong to any divine in the place. 

Of the omitted names now specified, many are found in 
other collections, such as Dr. Allen's, Parke Godwin's, the 
Encyclopaedia Americana, &c. ; while, in some other cases, 
death was too recent to afford the opportunity. But Luther 
Martin, Sampson, Pontiac, Mrs. Rawson (strange as it sounds 
to be said of the first especially), are waifs never yet picked 
up by any biographical compiler. One is amused to see who 
they are, that may often be said to have insinuated them- 
selves into the place of the overlooked worthies. Looking 
for Professor Andrews Norton, we find in lieu of him a 
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brother Professor and namesake of Yale College, we confess 
to us till now unknown. Under the same initial with one of 
the two legal Jeremiahs, the boast of New Hampshire, a United 
States Senator from our own contiguous State strikes the eye, 
whose one term in that body, thirty years ago, makes all his 
public life, owing that seat to mercantile experience and 
wealth alone, and of whom, when he left it, all memory 
passed at once away. To these must be added an uncounted 
number of useful American divines, — two or three score possi- 
bly, — authors in some instances, very like, of an ordination or 
thanksgiving discourse ; but whom our readers would have 
hardly asked the editor to enroll, and us now as little to re- 
count. For European omissions there is literally no room at 
all ; nor have we taken special pains to collect them. Casu- 
ally, many have been noticed, but none we should have less 
expected, considering how long they have been in the public 
eye, and how lately departed, than the two eminent critics, 
sesthetical and biblical respectively, De Quincy of France and 
De Wette of Germany. 

In every extensive Biographical Dictionary, it deserves to 
be well weighed, what is the true initial of that numerous 
class that may be said to bear a twofold name. But the 
rule should be uniform, be the preference as it may. This 
clearly is, in our view, of the personal name over that which 
is adventitious. But consistency, even in the latter, were bet- 
ter than to see the most wanton irregularity prevail. One 
wishes to keep in juxtaposition, for the reader's sake, members 
of the same family, their narratives being often intermingled ; 
as in the case of the double William Pitt, the Commoner and 
the Lord, or of the two brothers William and John Scott. 
Any other order than that just hinted conflicts with this; 
though it is equally marred, under any fruitful family name, 
by that odd arrangement, the baptismal ones in alphabetical 
succession. What is worse, the near connection of individ- 
uals thus disjoined repeatedly fails to be pointed out. A 
chronological order would have been just as good ; though, 
in truth, no constant rule as to names under that category 
seems either needful or possible. Very often all these names 
will be in view at once ; and if not, they will be adjacent. 
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The Smiths might be an exception. Yet the question of 
family or titled name makes a wider severance, and in 
the work before us the predominant mode of reference 
(system it is not) is the wrong one. But the exceptions 
abound, vexatiously enough ; and it follows — showing their 
chance-medley character — that, in several cases, notices of 
the same individual are repeated. This too in a book where 
every inch of space seems to be as costly and as much prized 
as every foot of ground in our fast-growing cities ! Charles 
Abbott is the common family name of Baron Colchester and 
Baron Tenterden, raised for public services to their titles in 
the first quarter of this century. One is sketched under his 
original name ; for the other, you are sent to the other end of 
the volume. What can be more capricious ? Again, if title 
is to settle the true arrangement, then surely the higher title, 
if there be a double elevation. Sir William Petty, inheriting 
the dignity of Earl of Shelburne, becomes in the end Mar- 
quis of Lansdowne. Be forewarned, however, reader, if you 
are in a hurry, not to seek him under L. The fancy in this 
case was for S, — the midway point, of course. But obvious- 
ly " there was no king in Israel " while this work was under 
way ; and the strange medley of contractions, the startling 
contrasts in length of notice, and this random distribution 
over the alphabet of innumerable articles, are plainly all to be 
traced to that which the publishers thought must needs be 
a special point of commendation, — too many cooks in this 
intellectual fare. 

We are troubled, in the survey of what we have had to say 
concerning this Cyclopaedia, to see how much of our space 
its imperfections have engrossed. That feeling, however, is 
relieved by the fact that a great proportion of these strictures 
slide off from the American re-issue to fall upon the shoulders 
of the Transatlantic work. We do indeed account it a sad 
misjudgment to have taken up with such a basis, the re- 
sponsibility of which rests, perhaps, with the publishers, or we 
know not where. But it surprises us that the accomplished 
gentleman whose name it bears, so favorably known by his 
work on Egypt and by other labors, did not, by the influence 
he was entitled to hold, seasonably divert that choice else- 
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where. As some offset to our cynical humor, we readily con- 
cede to this Dictionary, even in its primary form, certain 
merits ; and among them, not of the humblest, freedom from 
the biases of party of any sort. For aught that we discover, 
the banner under which its conductors range themselves is 
seldom unfurled. To this praise our old familiar authority, 
Lempriere, had a less valid claim. In the work before us, 
the article upon Priestley (unhappily a touchstone) is most 
honorable to the writer ; and the absurd story of Dr. Chan- 
ning's death-bed recantation is silently dropped by the Amer- 
ican editor. "With less wisdom, the English work gives it 
room, though it is only to be scouted. It is gladly owned, 
also, that the long list of the forgotten is in this work reduced 
by a very few names. "We now first welcome to a Biograph- 
ical Dictionary, James, Earl of Waldegrave, Richard, Earl 
Temple, Boyd, the translator of Dante, and " King-making " 
Warwick of the time of the Roses. As to some of these, 
to be sure, it is a bare footing gained, and no more. 

But touching this matter of " basis," had a like labor been 
projected by ourselves, we have already intimated that their 
selection would not have been ours. We concur so far as that 
it were better, in order to its completest finish, for a Biographi- 
cal Dictionary to assume some groundwork, than to be execut- 
ed all de novo. But the preference, it has for some time been 
our conviction, belongs rather to Gorton, whose " Universal 
Biography " was first issued in 1828, in two bulky octavos, 
the second in three better proportioned volumes, in 1833. It 
came out once more in 1850 from the hands of that incessant 
publisher, H. G. Bohn (4 vols. 8vo), who diffused, without 
very greatly enlarging, its previous matter. An inquirer par- 
tial to the work sought to know, through the London " Notes 
and Queries," a year or two since, whether this last edition 
sustained its reputation. The reply came from this side the 
water ; and the little we are now able to say of its merits 
can only be to repeat that earlier judgment. But the opinion 
given must be mainly understood of the original compilation. 
When it finally lost the benefit of its author's supervision, 
one would like to know ; but though that event must have 
gone by, the search for his death has hitherto been in vain. 
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It is singular enough that the last issue of his own volumes 
should contain no memorial of him, especially as he is, by- 
one more work at least, known to the world. Then, again, 
has that issue enjoyed any other editorial care than the pub- 
lisher's ? But this query we venture to answer for ourselves, 
almost as soon as put, in the negative ; it must in faith- 
fulness be said, the signs of a hurried preparation are un- 
mistakable. 

"We are not about to analyze Bohn's edition of Gorton, or 
Gorton's work in general, having just finished that office for 
another, which has been for us a task sufficient at one time, 
and indubitably therefore for the reader. But as we never 
wish our sweeping condemnation, like that just uttered, to be 
taken upon trust, let us bring the former to the test merely 
of a small geographic circle, and of less than twenty years in 
time. Let us look at its muster-roll of our American wor- 
thies for those seventeen years that had elapsed from the 
appearance of the second edition (1833). With 1850 for the 
imprint on its title-page, and showing there the fair prom- 
ise, brought down to the present time, what is to be said of a 
" Universal Biography " unenriched with either of the names 
subjoined, — Randolph, Dane, Wirt, Marshall, Livingston, 
Noah Webster, Jackson, Story, Kent, R. H. Wilde, Whea- 
ton, and the younger Adams ? Our list, too, with one only 
exception, it will be seen, is confined to civilians and states- 
men. Will any man be bold enough to guess who are the 
departed that, during the interval referred to, make up for 
the absence of the above names ? Perhaps there are none ; 
for the totality of new American names in the edition of 
Bohn is fifteen * only ; being about the eighth part of the 
obituary of those same years which our record counts worthy 
of remembrance and transmission. Even of this pittance, 
three or four names at least there are, at which an intelligent 
man among ourselves must smile perforce ; their title to an 
inch of space in a Dictionary solely national being greatly to 
be questioned. Others, it is true, may assert far better pre- 

* The American names, as found in the second edition of Gorton, are exactly 
ninety ; in an impartial edition, brought down to 1850, could that number be quad- 
rupled ? 



334 BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARIES. [Oct. 

tensions, — Patrick Henry, DeWitt Clinton, Bowditch, Chan- 
ning, Allston, — well worthy of all ' the letter-press they have 
contrived to win. That is not much to say, since the genius 
and gifts of the last-named are imprisoned in eight lines. 
Some would put this down to the score of foreign disdain. 
That by no means follows. On the other side of the water 
an example presents itself of more monstrous disproportion 
yet. Francis, Lord Jeffrey^ Charles Fourier, Mehemet Ali, 
and Daniel O'Connell fail to make up together the com- 
plement of a Gorton page, by more than twenty lines. 
Either of the four might claim the whole space three times 
told, taking, as is but fair, the standard of copiousness ob- 
served in the earlier editions. 

But put the last issue of Gorton's volumes by incompe- 
tent hands aside, — the good opinion of the original work, 
referred to in the London periodical spoken of, may well 
enough be indorsed by us. What book of the kind should 
upon the whole take place by its side ? Lempriere and Wat- 
kins, the authorities for the first quarter of the century, are be- 
coming obsolete ; have probably ceased to be reprinted now- 
Maunder's " Biographical Treasury," a bulky duodecimo re- 
issued every three to five years, has many good points ; but 
its dimensions suffice not at all to meet the public want. 
Besides, it assumes too great an interest for us in the genera- 
tions just gone by, and with which we have had some concern, 
over those a century or two past, and graduates their space 
accordingly. William A. Becket gives his name to another 
collection of the sort (3 vols. 8vo), which we have met with 
once or twice only, and dateless, though from internal marks 
clearly of about the year 1834-35. The head of Lord Al- 
thorpe for its frontispiece, perhaps denotes him as its patron. 
But obscurity is round about it. The reviews, one and 
all, ignore its existence ; and it has been a lost labor to fer- 
ret out anything of the author beyond his name. We may 
add, the work cites no authorities, divides with strange in- 
equality its pages between the two halves of the alphabet, 
and with very dubious wisdom brings under its notice a 
number of living names. The Georgian iEra (4 vols, royal 
8vo) is British only, and serves for a single dynasty, that 
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does not cover a century and a quarter. The Scottish Bio- 
graphical Dictionary by the Chamberses (4 vols. 8vo) is 
equally narrow. The department of Biography in the En- 
cyclopaedia Americana is too select to supersede the need of 
other help. Under the auspices of Lord Brougham's Society 
(so called), a new Dictionary of the sort was commenced, 
edited by George Long. At the close of the seventh volume 
(1842-44), as we have already said, it was still vainly striv- 
ing to wind up the letter A ; and its own winding up at that 
point was mourned by none. Its leading hobby, if our mem- 
ory serves us, was the reviving an incredible number of Orien- 
tal Rabbis, who had, in every sense, slept till then, and whom 
no such well-meant, mistaken kindness could by any possibil- 
ity keep from slumbering still. The collection ostensibly of 
Hugh James Rose makes an imposing array of volumes 
(12 vols. 8vo), and it was at one time extensively imported 
by our leading Boston book-firm. But has it not a very sus- 
picious look, that the three opening letters of the alphabet 
monopolize just half of the entire work ? Suppose now but 
simple justice to be done to this one eighth part (and we en- 
gage within those letters to find a goodly list of omissions) 
what sort of justice remains for the other seven eighths ? Fi- 
nally, the name of Mr. Rose in the front of these volumes is 
an unsolved enigma. That gentleman died at Florence near 
the close of 1838, three years, certainly, prior to the date of 
the very earliest of the series ; and it is be be noted, that the 
Annual Register of 1839, sketching his life and character, 
sums up his productions with no allusion whatever to the 
above work. 

With none of these, then, need Gorton decline comparison. 
But his superiority is not such as to leave them out of sight ; 
and poorly will he abide the standard, if it comes to that, 
of ideal excellence. His omissions upon our list, running 
back from the stand-point of 1833, probably count up to six- 
teen hundred or more. Precise enumeration in such things 
is neither important nor possible. A fair proportion of these 
excite our special wonder, the names being in some, it may 
be in most, of the other collections ; while, as to a few not- 
able cases, the common plea of human imperfection will 
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scarcely excuse the oversight. Montrose, " saved as by fire," 
is thought of just in time for the Supplement. But the lordly, 
extended family of Guise is passed in silence (though their 
rivals, the Condes, receive imperfect, and the Orleans house 
fuller, justice) ; while Potemkin's name, possibly the first — 
a few royalties aside — in the annals of Northern Europe, 
is sought in vain ; and even thus, proh pudor ! is it too with 
our own Hamilton, the most precocious, most diversely en- 
dowed, and most deplored man that illustrates our Ameri- 
can annals. 

But who would credit the number of names, neither ob- 
scure nor mean, unknown to the whole tribe of such compila- 
tions ? Every doubt, in view of that record, would vanish 
(has it lingered even till now ?) as to what servile copyists, 
without exception, this class of book-makers are. Tell us 
who can, of a work in this line that was the fruit of an early 
direction of mind in that quarter, and of the slow accretion 
of materials in the^course of multifarious reading ? Yet what 
decent pretence to the title is any " Universal Biography " 
likely to have, that did not so begin? It were not amiss, 
after the special intimacy which one's studies have for a sea- 
son created with this or that profession (say artists, comedians, 
booksellers, heroes of the ocean), or, in lieu of it, with some 
section of modern history, to go to the dictionaries, while the 
memory is crowded with names. There can be no better 
touchstone ; let him who applies it mark the amount of lost 
painstaking. Let him thus try the generation that preceded 
the Restoration, — the age of the opening troubles of Charles, 
the civil wars, and the Protectorate. What other has been 
so well exhausted by our contemporaries, to say nothing of 
those that went before ? Let us now take out Cromwell, 
Strafford, Laud, Hampden, and Vane, as the most fruitful 
lives of that age. There then come to the very van a larger 
number yet (the reader wants not our help to recall them), 
of most of whom Doctors Aikin and Kippis, Tooke, and 
Alexander Chalmers, with all their successors downward, 
have clearly never heard. Like those distant stars whose 
light, say the astronomers, ever travelling, may never yet have 
reached us, so the fame of these men of lofty mark seems to 



1856.] A CHAPTER ON NOVELS. 337 

be still on the way to the ears of these sage collectors. The 
authors of the vaunted Biographie Universelle have no better 
ground of complacency. Indeed, of that work we must hold 
the great characteristic to be its intense, invidious nationality. 
A Du Guesclin or Turenne will be certain to be found in their 
pages, and the ground he covers, a match for any five great 
English captains. The aspiring Guises make twelve or fif- 
teen articles at least, embracing a large portion of a volume. 
"We have occasionally, after a vain chase elsewhere, alighted 
upon our object here. But these fortunate cases had ever the 
recommendation of being Frenchmen. Thus the leaders in 
the several risings of La Vendee, in the field-details — the 
most engaging portion by far of the revolutionary story — have 
justice done them in the Biographie Universelle, and only there. 
The collections, for the most part, do indeed duly record the 
first La Roche Jaquelein, as a sort of revived Sidney or Bay- 
ard. But it is almost a solitary exception, (unless, with one 
or two of them, Charette or Stofflet have found a place,) and 
he becomes, in a degree beyond historic justice, the central 
figure of that most romantic strife. But we are warned to 
close ; and no better finale to our article can there be, than the 
significant words in the " Notes and Queries," spoken of one 
of the strangest notorieties of the period touched upon a few 
sentences back, — " He will have a place hereafter in some 
Biographical Dictionary ; of course we mean, whenever one 
shall appear that is worthy of the name." 
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